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American Federation of Aviculture

The American Federation of Aviculture is a 501c3, non-profit,  mostly national but some international organization with their Board consisting entirely of non-paid volunteers.
The mission and purpose of AFA is to promote the advancement of Aviculture through educational programs that support the advancement and improvement of breeding practices, husbandry practices, and living conditions for exotic birds, conservation, research and legislative awareness.
The AFA works to educate all groups about birds by their highly educational yearly convention (2 tracks, 3 days), by their world class magazine, Watchbird , by their on-line “Fundamentals of Aviculture” course (more courses are being developed), at their website www.afabirds.org, and by AFA internet discussion groups.  Our conventions and courses are approved for veterinary and vet tech continuing education units.
The AFA offers to start a pilot program in San Francisco to re-home all unwanted exotic birds.  We believe this program will be successful, cost-saving to San Francisco, and a prototype for the rest of the nation.

AFA Re-homing Program Outline
· Citizens of SF can be informed that they may bring their exotic birds to be re-homed to San Francisco SPCA.  They can be assured that birds will not be euthanized and if the AFA cannot find a new home, they will be notified and have the option to take their bird back.

· When a pet is dropped off, the donor will give as complete a history as possible.  I will design forms that collect data on sex, age, health, diet, behavior, pet quality and contact info if they want to be notified.

· Before the start of the program, I will go to all the bird clubs and solicit volunteers willing to re-home the birds.  These volunteers must be AFA members and must have completed AFA’s on-line Fundamentals of Aviculture course.  AFA membership includes pet owners, breeders, commercial establishments, Re-homing groups, sanctuaries , etc. Bird club members are typically very knowledgeable about birds.  Each volunteer will have to fill out a form with their contact info and what species or size or tameness they are willing to adopt.
· When the animal agency receives the bird, it will be visually examined by the staff and triaged according to whether it is apparently healthy or apparently sick assessed by medical history and visual inspection.  Some disabilities do not effect adoptability and can still be classified as healthy.  

· Healthy birds will be rehomed to AFA volunteers without charge.  The volunteers must sign a legally produced waiver that they accept full responsibility knowing that the bird has not been examined by a veterinarian, and may have unknown health or behavior problems.  All medical problems are their responsibility.  However, they may return the bird for re-homing, it doesn’t work out.
· Apparently ill birds will be handled on a case by case basis, with other alternatives.

· Volunteers receiving birds will also be given written bird care instructions (I can write these).

Program Implementation:

We will need an AFA Re-homing Coordinator for your animal control agency to contact that will contact the volunteer.  Initially, I will offer to do this.  After we get all the bugs worked out of the program, the role can be filled by another suitable AFA member.

I would like to work one-on-one with a representative of SFSPCA and a representative of the commission to finalize the details of this program.

I will need to know as soon as possible whether the commission wishes to proceed so I can start working up legal documents and so I can start visiting all our local member clubs to recruit re-homing volunteers.
I estimate that this program can be up and running within 1-2 months from the time I get your approval.

Advantages of this program

· Dogs are all from a single species and have similar needs, but birds are from hundreds of species, many with very different needs regarding diet, housing, etc.  With this program, only AFA members with knowledge and understanding of the species needs will be selected.  Pet-ready cannot knowledgeably educate prospective owners about so many different species.
· AFA members are already knowledgeable about bird care and handling, thus the birds will be re-homed to bird-educated people that understand the needs of the species.
· Once people learn that their birds will be cared for, they can be educated to drop them off for re-homing rather than release them into the environment.

· The program will be cost-saving to San Francisco because birds will quickly be re-homed and not retained at the Animal Control using up valuable manpower.  There will be no charge to San Francisco.
· The program will be beneficial to the birds, because they can quickly be placed in their new home.

American Federation of Aviculture Needs
If AFA is going to work up this program, we need your assurance that birds will be excluded from the proposed pet ban, whether or not it gets passed.

Submitted by:

Mary Ellen LePage, Vice President of the American Federation of Aviculture
Telephone: 408-997-3113
Cell: 408-373-5494

Fax: 408-323-1802

Address: 15466 Los Gatos Blvd, Suite 105-198
Los Gatos, CA 95032
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